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Returning to the Past in the Collective Iranian
Mind
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In this note, Arvin Pouyan analyzes the phenomenon of "returning to the past" as a sign of a deep
crisis in the political imagination of Iranian society. He argues that the widespread inclination
toward so-called "golden" eras—from ancient Iran to the nostalgic reconstruction of the Pahlavi
period or early Islam—is not merely an ideological preference, but is rooted in accumulated
experiences of defeat, instability, and the blockage of future horizons. As the text puts it, this
situation is exacerbated when society, in the absence of stable institutions and reliable prospects,
reconstructs the past as a psychological sanctuary.

Drawing on social psychology approaches and the concept of collective trauma, Pouyan shows
how chronic economic and political crises lead to the suspension of collective agency. Under such
conditions, returning to the past is not only a form of symbolic relief, but a mechanism for
escaping the responsibility of building the future. As stated in the text:

I “A society that sees salvation in ‘yesterday’ becomes incapable of designing ‘tomorrow’.”

This quote reveals the critical core of the article: nostalgia, unless transformed into historical
critique, leads to a cycle of repetition.

In conclusion, the author sees the way out not in denying the past, but in critically engaging with it.
He emphasizes that the main issue is not evaluating whether the past was good or bad, but
understanding the psychological and political need for it. Transitioning from the "sovereignty of
the individual" to a "system of reason," strengthening accountable institutions and pluralistic
media, and moving beyond person-centrism are introduced as prerequisites for transforming a
"passive subject" into an "active citizen." In this framework, the reconstruction of the future is
possible only through institution-building and the recovery of collective agency.

pishro.party/en/articles/ Ll pl- sos-yo3- )3-aiin S -a-cuiS;b 1/1



